
A Message from Director, Pat 
Donovan… 
 

Summer is flying by.  I saw a post on 
Facebook that said “was June & July like 5 minutes 
long?”  I think so. 

 
July saw us once again in sorrow over the 

loss of a member.  We all joined this club for riding 
companions and new friends.  When we lose one, it 
is so very painful.  So lift your glass to our good 
friend, Jack Cassidy, and thoughts and prayers for 
his wife, Karen, and daughter, April. 

 
We still have a lot of riding season left and 

some very good destinations coming up.  So get out 
there and live to ride!  Hope to see many new faces 
on upcoming rides. 

 
Ride & Have Fun! 
 
Pat Donovan, Director 
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Special edition remembering 

and honoring our former 

director, Vince Capane, who 

would have turned 60 this 

month.  We love and miss you, 

Vince! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Sponsored by:  Three Rivers Harley-Davidson, 1463 Glenn Avenue, Glenshaw, PA 15116; 412-487-3377 

www.threeriversharley.com 
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Please send your reservations to Pittsburgh H.O.G. Chapter #2224 
by August 10th to 

Pittsburgh H.O.G. Chapter #2224 
William McCarrier, Treasurer 

155 Evans Road 
Butler, PA   16001 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----- 

Name: _____________________________________________________ 
 

Guest Name: ________________________________________________ 
 

Amount Enclosed: ____________________________________________ 
 

Correction!  As per Harley Davidson directives, NO ALCOHOL will be 

provided at the picnic.  BYOB only! 
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Important Information from Head Road Captain, JJ Donovan 
 

HEAD ROAD CAPTAIN REPORT 
 
The weather in July played havoc with our riding schedule.  We had rainouts and 
cancellations and we had delays and last minute destination changes, but we did ride 
and had some great rides.  If you have not joined us for a ride yet this year you have 
missed out on some serious fun and fellowship with a fantastic group of people. 
 
On Saturday August 5th we did the first ever Progressive Ride and progressed through 
breakfast, lunch and dessert interspersed with a fantastic 65 mile ride through the 
Northern Allegheny County and Southern Butler County countryside on some great 
twisting roads. 
 
On Saturday August 12th we will have our annual Pittsburgh HOG Picnic in North Park at 
the Harmar Grove near the baseball fields opposite the swimming pool.  This year’s door 
prize budget has been increased even more from last year and should produce some 
great prizes.  The ever-popular ice cream parfait bar will finish off the feast. 
 
On Saturday August 19th, Road Captain Scott Jones will lead the first Vince Capane 
Memorial Ride to Permanti Brothers Restaurant in the Grove City Outlet Mall.  Primanti’s 
was one of Vince’s favorite restaurants.  Check the ride invitation for details on the 
departure time and place.  Wear your Vivnce Capane shirt.  The ride will leave Get Go on 
Rt 8 near Three Rivers Harley at 12:30 PM. 
 
The next day on Sunday August 20th, Road Captain Bob Hoffman will lead a ride to The 
Cook Forrest.  Bob is lining up a great restaurant and promises lots of twisting back 
roads.  This ride will leave the new Sheetz at Mt Nebo Point at 9:00 AM. 
 
On Wednesday August 23rd, Pgh HOG will assist the Legion Riders in escorting the Moving 
Viet Nam Memorial Wall from the Victory Church on RT 19 Cranberry Township to the 
Butler Veterans Hospital.   Road Captain Chris Wielock will captain this ride.  The event 
starts at 5:00 PM.   We hope you can come along. 
 
On Saturday August 26th, Road Captain Rob Loehr has a ride scheduled to The Bull Pen in 
Avella.    Several members have asked Rob to consider changing the destination to the 
Babington Inn and Rob is checking out the possibilities as of this writing.  Look for the 
ride invitation to see where we will end up. 
 
There are open dates in August and September.  If you have an idea for a ride, give me a 
call and we will work out the details. 
 
We are in the second half of the riding season.  Let’s make the most of it. 
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Road Captain Reminders! 
 

ROAD CAPTAIN GUIDELINES 
 

1.  Always conduct a pre-ride meeting 

 

2. Ride to the skill level of the least experienced rider in the group 

a. Keep within the comfort zone of the less experienced riders 

b. Ask riders where they want to ride.  Right or left.  Front, back or middle 

 

3. Explain Hand Signals 

 

4.  Limit the size of the group to a manageable number 

a. Divide into sub groups if necessary 

 

5. Never exceed the speed limit by more than five miles per hour 

 

6. Come to a complete stop at all stop signs and red lights 

a. Allow enough time for the last rider to come to a complete stop 

b. Accelerate solely after any and all stops. 

 

7. Do NOT proceed through a yellow light 

 

8. Do NOT turn right on red EVER 

 

9. Keep passing to a minimum  

a. Signal intention 

b. Rear most rider pulls to the passing lane first 

c. Ride leader is last to pull out 

d. After completing pass, the process is reversed 

e. Riders should make room for merging traffic 

f.  

10. Remind riders to complete a Ride Survey on the Chapter website. 

 

11.  Complete Road Captain Form immediately after ride and e-mail to Head Road 

Captain               

a. Send Release Forms & poker money to Head Road Captain 

12.   Always RIDE SAFE and HAVE FUN 
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Copied from the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation website 
 
SAFETY TIPS FOR MOTORCYCLISTS 
Riders can improve their safety on the road by following some simple safety tips: 
 
Wear a U.S. DOT-approved helmet, face or eye protection and protective clothing. 
Know your motorcycle and conduct a pre-ride check. 
Be seen. Wear reflective clothing and put reflective tape on your protective riding gear and motorcycle. 
Use common sense by riding sober, obeying all speed limits and allowing enough time to react to dangerous situations. 
Practice safe-riding techniques and know how to handle your motorcycle in adverse road and weather conditions. Road 
conditions such as potholes, gravel, wet or slippery surfaces that usually pose minor annoyances to motorists are in fact 
major hazards for motorcyclists. 
Consider attending free training via PennDOT's Motorcycle Safety Program. 
During spring riding, be cautious of gravel buildup from winter road maintenance on the edges of roadways and near 
intersections. Riders can report hazardous conditions due to gravel along the road to 1-800-FIX-ROAD. 
  
SAFETY TIPS FOR MOTORISTS SHARING THE ROAD WITH MOTORCYCLES 
Look out for motorcyclists — be aware that motorcycles are small and may be difficult to see. Check mirrors and blind 
spots before changing lanes and at intersections. Large vehicles can also block a motorcycle from a motorist's view and 
a motorcycle can suddenly appear out of nowhere. 
Allow more following distance — leave at least four seconds when following a motorcycle. 
Always signal your intentions before changing lanes or merging with traffic. 
Respect a motorcycle as a full-size vehicle with the same rights and privileges as any vehicle on the roadway. Allow a 
motorcyclist a full lane width as the motorcyclist needs the room to maneuver safely in all types of road conditions. 
  
MOTORCYCLE SAFETY PROGRAM 
The safety program includes four courses, which offer riders of all skill levels the opportunity to learn and apply basic 
motorcycle fundamentals to reduce the risk of otherwise avoidable crashes. 
 
The 15-hour Basic Rider Course (BRC) consists of five hours of in-class instruction and 10 hours of practical riding 
experience. This comprehensive safety and skills overview provides valuable training for new riders and gives 
experienced riders the opportunity to polish their skills and correct any unsafe riding habits they may have developed. 
Students taking the BRC are provided a motorcycle and helmet; however, students are responsible for providing all 
other protective gear. 
 
All permit holders under the age of 18 must take and successfully complete the BRC offered through the Pennsylvania 
Motorcycle Safety Program in order to receive their motorcycle license. The BRC consists of 15 hours of training and 
counts toward the 65-hour skills-building requirement. Additionally, while the skills test is required to successfully pass 
the motorcycle safety course, if the young driver has not reached the eligibility date (meaning the six-month waiting 
period) to take the motorcycle licensing test, they will not be tested at the end of the course, but must return to the 
training program for the skills test when they reach the eligibility date. 
 
If a rider has completed the BRC, the six-hour Basic Rider Course 2 (BRC2), formerly known as the Experienced Rider 
Course, allows skilled riders to refresh their safety knowledge and hone their on-road skills. Riders taking the BRC2 are 
permitted to carry a passenger while practicing balance and steering techniques in a controlled environment. Students 
taking the BRC2 must provide their own motorcycle and protective gear. 
 
The Advanced Rider Course (ARC), is a one-day training session modeled after a military training course for licensed 
motorcyclists who wish to enhance their safety skills through attitude and enhanced awareness. The course provides a 
minimum of 3.5 hours of classroom instruction and 4.5 hours of practical riding experience and will be offered at 17 
locations statewide. Participants in the advanced course are required to use their own motorcycle. 
 
The Three-Wheel Basic Rider (3WBRC) is geared toward three-wheel motorcycle riders and teaches the fundamental 
riding skills and safety strategies taught in BRC. The course is 12 hours — four hours in the classroom and eight hours 
riding. The 3WBRC is offered at eight PAMSP course locations statewide. Upon successful completion of this course, 
which includes passing a skills test, students with a motorcycle learner's permit will be issued a motorcycle license with 
a "9" restriction (meaning they are prohibited from operating a two-wheeled motorcycle) if they do not already possess 
one. If they have already successfully taken the motorcycle skills test on a two-wheeled motorcycle, a "9" restriction 
will not be added. 
 

***For more information on these courses or to check for scheduled courses in your area, visit pamsp.com.*** 
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Just a little memory...Submitted by Lori Jones 

One of my favorite 
memories of Vince 
was from many 
years ago when we 
all went to Thunder 
in the Valley in 
Johnstown.  It was 
a long, sweaty ride, 
and on the way 
home, I turned to 
music to take my 
mind off the 
horribly hot and 

humid weather conditions.  Things were going well and I 
began singing to the radio and dancing on the seat of our 
first trike.  Vince and Linda were in front of us, and soon 
Linda was also dancing along in time to my music.  We 
probably rode that way for 20 minutes or so, dancing 
away and laughing with joy.  Finally, we took a comfort 
stop, and I excitedly ran to them to say what a 
coincidence it was that we were both listening to the 
same radio channel.  Linda started laughing, so I 
questioningly turned to Vince to figure out what was so 
funny.  With a little smirk, Vince explained, “My bike 
doesn’t even have a radio.”  (HAHAHA… Linda, we are 
soul sisters!)  And with that simple comment, I knew that 
Vince was a gem.  He appreciated Linda and I having our 
fun without ever getting impatient about our silliness. 
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My most prevalent 
memory of Vince is 
that he would 
remember your 
name from the first 
time he met you.  
Submitted by Bill Kerr 

 
 
 
 
 

The men with 
the Iron Butts 
– 1000 miles 
in 24 hours – 
always 
practicing 
safety first. 
Knocked that 
one off his 
bucket list! 

 

 
Another fun memory was how at every officers 
meeting, should the Pens be playing, Vince would 
have an app open giving game updates  on his 
phone, and he would stop in the middle of his 
words to check out who scored.  Then he would 
start right back up again where he left off!   
                                                         Submitted by Lori Jones 
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Vince Capane – a smile for 
every person, every day! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
The only ones 
prouder of being 
members of the  
Pittsburgh HOG 
Chapter 2224 
than Vince were 
the rest of us 
who looked to 
him as our 
leader!
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Rolling Thunder 

2015 was the first 
big ride we had both 

gone on. Among all 
the festivities and 
clusters of U-turn 
after U-turn Vince 

would pass us in the 
U-turn and say, ''You 

okay, everything 
okay? You good, you 

got this? '' 
 

That's our best, most 
memory of Vince, 

along with New 
Year's Eve at 

Riverside Inn. 
 

Submitted by Alicia and Chris  
 

 
Friends with 
everyone.  
According to 
Linda, his 
favorite places to 
go were 
anywhere with 
HOG friends. 
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I was saddened  when our Director and friend 
Vince passed to that Great Riders Club in the sky.  
He always had a smile on his face and was an asset 
to the Club.  He always knew everyone's name at 
the meetings and did a great job with all the 
meetings and gatherings. I feel blessed to have 
know him as I am sure many others feel the same 
way.  He has been a wonderful Husband and 
Father also.   May he remain in our hearts and 
prayers  and some day may we ride with him 
again.         Submitted by Chyrel Klaas 

 

 
 

Vince Capane…never met an underpass he didn’t like…rev it up, baby! 
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From the very first day my husband and I stepped 
into our first hog meeting...Vince came up to us 
and welcomed us with his warm smile...I knew 

from that moment this was a great group of people 
with a great leader...And he never 

disappointed...We were so very lucky to have the 
time we had with him in our lives... will cherish 

them forever...❤️.         Submitted by Gayle and Rob Loehr 
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George Gatto posted this on Facebook, September 8, 2016  

 
Three Rivers Harley-Davidson and I lost a dear 
family member over the weekend to leukemia. 
Vincent J Capane was not only a great friend but 
was also the Director of our Pittsburgh Harley 
Owners Group HOG. I have had the privilege to 
meet many people in my role, it is rare that you 
meet a guy as welcoming, friendly, and engaging 
as Vince. He will be deeply missed our dealership 
staff, our HOG Chapter members, and me. Surely 
Vince is riding his HD, looking down at us with that 
big smile right now. Miss you Vince! 
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Good 
friends 

equal  
good 

times! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Two wheels bring joy to all!
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Never saw a couple 

more in love, and 
not afraid to show 

it! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
These two always 
enjoyed being 
together.  So 
adorable! 
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Family was 
everything 
to Vince… 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As were 
good friends 

and the 
open road. 
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Remembering Vince’s 
Last Ride, by Greg and 
Cassidy Haus… 
 
August 26, 2016 was a very 
hot, dry, typical Summer 
day - Vince’s idea of a 
perfect riding day. This was 
many months into Vince’s 
drug treatments and 
hospital stays. The Doctors 
had made Vince lay low and 
avoid people because his 
immune system was so 
compromised. He probably 
should not have been out on 
his bike. But he made the 
call that day, he literally 
said, ‘screw it, let’s ride’ – 
so we did. We met at the 
Capanes and took the back 
roads down into Beaver 
where we stopped for chili 
at Café Kolache. I know, 100 
degrees and we’re eating 
chili! It was so hot that we 
sat inside to eat and Vince 
said over and over what a 
perfect, glorious, beautiful 
day it was to be out on our 
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bikes. Then we moved outside and sat on the 
benches with our faces in the sun just soaking in 
the summer day. 
 
Back on the bikes, we rode out along the river and 
crossed at Shipingport and headed out and took a 
winding route to the Hookstown Firemen’s 
Carnival & Fair. We parked our bikes in the grass, 
wandered around looking at all the farm animals 
and sat on the benches just people-watching,  
because there’s no greater people watching than 
Friday night at the fair. We got pizza and sat down 
to listen to a 
local band who 
was doing a 
fun  rendition 
of Darius 
Rucker’s ROCK 
ME MAMA, LIKE 
A WAGON 
WHEEL. Linda 
and I were 

enthusiastically singing along and Vince said how 
could anyone like Country Music and Greg said  
“you’re probably the only truck driver in the 
United States that doesn’t love Country Music!” 
We left the fair and headed further away from 
home, just taking any back road that looked good. 
We would stop for lights or traffic and just smile at 
each other because we all knew that it doesn’t get 
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any better than what we were doing right then 
and there. We rode for hours and hours, before 
eventually stopping at the Sheetz in Robinson, 
where we hugged and kissed and said goodnight, 
then headed up 79 to drop the Capanes off at 
home. What a day! 

 
This turned out to be Vince’s last ride. By Monday 
he was back in the hospital and never got out. 
Greg and I have both relived that day so many 
times. We are left with such good memories of a 
perfectly wonderful rambling ride thru Western Pa 
on the back roads that Vince loved to ride, with 
Linda holding on to that man and waving to 
everyone in sight. He led the ride, whenever we 
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should have gone left to go home, he went right. It 
was like he just 
couldn’t get 
enough. It was 
late  
 
and dark when 
we finally 
dropped them 
off. Had we 
known then that 
this was his last 
ride, we have 
said many times, 
we wouldn’t 
have done 
anything 
different. We 
put on a ton of 
miles that day 
doing something 
that all four of us 
loved to do. It’s 
a memory that 
we both will 
treasure. It’s a 
friendship that 
we will never 
forget. We both 
feel so blest to 
have known and loved him. Ride free, Vince! 
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The Harley Owners Group, Pittsburgh Chapter #2224, would like to 
purchase a memorial rivet to be engraved in Vince’s honor, and 
displayed at the Harley Davidson Museum in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  
To share the information included in the brochure: 
 
Your Living the Legend rivet will be prominently displayed in a 
distinctive curved iron wall outside the Harley-Davidson museum.  
The Rivet Wall is both a focal point and a place of honor at the 
Museum, drawing legions of devoted Harley-Davidson motorcycle 
riders and fans each year.  
 
If you’re going to make a lasting mark as a Harley rider, this is the 
place to make it. 
 
A rivet is one of the strongest bonds, connecting everything from I-
beams to your favorite blue jeans.  But it’s more than a fastener.  It’s 
also a symbol of the bonds of Harley-Davidson brotherhood and 
sisterhood, whose approach to living is a pure, undiluted devotion to 
something bigger.  
 
The rivet: 

• Heavy-duty stainless steel 

• Prominently displayed on the Harley-Davidson Museum grounds 

• Customized with your personal message 

• Perfect for commemorating your journey or fellow riders. 
 
Starting at our August meeting and continuing on until we have 
successfully raised the funds to purchase the rivet, Bill McCarrier will 
be collecting donations.  A poster has been created with a barometer 
showing the progress we are making toward our goal.  Won’t you 
please consider a donation to honor our wonderful director who 
succumbed to pneumonia related to his leukemia in September, 2016?  
For more information, please contact your officers.  Thank you. 
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Dates to Keep in Mind!  Looking ahead, the chapter has 
numerous important dates to add to your calendars! 

 
August 5 – Progressive Ride – See an officer for details 

August 10 – Chapter Meeting – 7:30 – Monte Cello’s 
August 12 – Chapter Picnic – North Park 

August 19 – Vince Capane Memorial Ride – Road Captain Scott Jones 
August 20 – Cooks Forrest Ride – Road Captain Bob Hoffmann 

August 26 – The Bullpen Ride – Road Captain Rob Loehr 
September 9 – Pink Ride – Road Captain Chyrel Klaus 
September 10 – Flight 93 – Road Captain Bill Huwe 

September 14 – Chapter Meeting – 7:30 – Monte Cello’s 
September 16 – Majestic World Lodge – Road Captain Tom Moore 

September 23 – Foxburg Inn – Road Captain Bill McCarrier 
 
 

Please note: All plans are subject to change.   
 

Pittsburgh HOG has recently added a new feature to assist members 
in obtaining the most recent information on upcoming rides.  Visit 
Pittsburghhog.com and click on the event calendar partway down 
the page.  From there, you will find a message regarding how to 

receive text messages in the event of a ride needing cancelled.  You 
can also enroll to receive the text messages by simply texting 

hogpgh to 84483.  Under the calendar on our website, there is also a 
link to join “rained out”.  This service sends texts directly to your 

phone as well.  Please check it all out! 
    

Yeah, baby, we are in the 21st century now!!! 
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Please join us in wishing the following 
members happy August Birthdays! 

 
Todd Havecotte – August 10 

Tom Moore – August 12 
Ruth McCarrier – August 16 

D Anthony Duronio – August 18 
Dan Cromeans – August 22 

Sam Zanger – August 22 
Edward Burley – August 26 
James Martz – August 28 

 
Please join us in wishing the following 

members Happy Anniversary! 
Mr/Mrs Darin Daniel Hayes – August 15 

JJ and Pat Donovan – August 16 
Mr/Mrs Bill Campbell – August 24 
Robert and Gail Daley – August 30 

 
 

 
HOG thoughts and prayers go out to Linda Capane.  Her husband, Vince,  

would have been celebrating his 60th birthday on August 18.  Linda 
hopes to join us on his memorial ride August 19.  Please have lots of 

hugs available during this difficult ride. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HOG condolences go out to Karen Cassidy and her family on the loss of 
her dear husband, Jack.  Jack has been an entertaining member of our 
chapter for years, and he will be truly missed.  Please keep Karen and 

her family in your prayers as she faces the tough days ahead. 
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We would greatly value input from the members 

regarding the newsletter. Please feel free to 

send photos, suggestions for articles and 

comments to the editor’s email.  
 

 

Attention All Members and 

GUESTS 

Everyone in attendance will receive a door prize 

ticket. Prizes may vary from month to month. All 

Pittsburgh H.O.G. Chapter members that are present 

and signed in are also eligible for the monthly 

rollover drawing. The drawings will take place at the 

end of the meeting. Good luck 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRINT YOUR NAME ON THE 
ATTENDANCE SHEET WHEN YOU ENTER THE 

MEETING ROOM 

 

Chapter Stats 

As of August 4, 2017, the Chapter has 136 active 

members (99 men & 37 women) plus an additional 3 

members needing action, for a total of 139 members.  

   
  

2017 Chapter Officers 

Regular monthly Chapter meetings are scheduled for 

the second Thursday of each month beginning at 7:30 

pm and are held at Monte Cello’s Restaurant on 

Babcock Boulevard.  (Many members choose to arrive 

anytime after 6, in order to enjoy dinner and 

companionship prior to the meeting.)  Food and 

refreshments are available before, during, and after 

the meeting at your own cost. There will be a 50-50 

drawing each month with proceeds benefiting the Pgh. 

H.O.G. Chapter.  

Director:  Patricia Donovan 

pjdonov@zoominternet.net 

724-996-5520 

Assistant Director:  Bob Hoffmann 

blksoftail@comcast.net. 

412-877-4456 

Treasurer:  Bill McCarrier 

wmccarrier@zoominternet.net 

724-355-2393 

Secretary:  Chyrel Klaas 

chyrel883harley@gmail.com 

412-931-3542 

Membership: Cari Moore 

Cari01s11moore@yahoo.com 

412-427-4565 

Head Road Captain/Historian:  JJ Donovan 

jjdonov@zoominternet.net 

724-344-2927 

Ladies of Harley Officer:  Ruth McCarrier 

rmccarrier@zoominternet.net 

724-287-6139 

Safety Officer:  Hal Deily 

deilyhal@gmail.com 

412-849-4938  

Editor:  Lori Jones 

scott_and_lori@live.com 

724-766-2359 

Webmaster/Media Officer:  Bill Kerr 

bkerrone@gmail.com 

412-370-1619 

Activities/Events Officer:  Alicia Suess 

asuess81@gmail.com 

412-638-1289 

Photographer: Larry Szramowski 

larry@szramowski.com 

412-427-2609 
 

Please note!  Events listed in the calendar are subject to 

change.  All information contained in this newsletter, 

calendar, or website is accurate and complete at the time 

of publication. Since much of this information is subject 

to change at any time for a variety of reasons it is 

recommended that you check your e-mail account 

frequently especially prior to leaving your home to 

participate in a Chapter Ride. If you do not have an e-mail 

account, information may also be verified by contacting 

the Road Captain for that particular Chapter Ride. 

 

    HOG Chapter Meetings 
 

Editor’s Note 

You can view chapter photographer Larry 

Szramowski’s photos from a variety of 

Chapter Activities by visiting: 
http://hogchapter2224.shutterfly.com/ 

     Don’t Miss Photo Fun! 
 


