
 
A Message from Director, Pat 
Donovan… 

As I jot this note, it is cold and raining. 

Looking at the weather forecast for the 

upcoming week it’s not improving much. 

Just remember it will get better. 

We have so much coming up its fun time. 

Remember the April Chapter meeting is at 

the North Park Club House on Rt. 8 in 

Gibsonia. Hal has invited a guest speaker 

and we require more space than Monte 

Cellos can provide. It will be a very 

informative demonstration on rider first aid 

so plan to attend. The back room is open to 

us at 5:30 p.m. on the 13th of April. 

JJ has provided a synopsis of the early rides 

on page 2 of this newsletter. It may soon be 

time to take those bikes off the battery 

tenders. See you all on the 13th! 
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Important Information from Head Road Captain, JJ Donovan 

2017 Riding Season 

Winter is gone and our 2017 riding season is about to begin. As usual, we officially will start the season with 

the Blessing of the Bikes on Sunday April 23rd with a ride led by Todd Havekotte. After that, we will move on 

to a special weekend for the Ladys of Harley with the new Ladys International Ride event that our lady riders 

are participating in on Saturday May 6th. That same day, Mike Macario is going to lead us on a ride across 

the Red Belt. Undoubtedly this will be a testosterone inspired event. 

On Saturday May 13th, Todd Havekotte will once again lead us on our annual VA Hospital Bingo ride as we 

give back something to those that have served in the armed forces. The following week on May 20th, we will 

hold our first New Rider 101 Ride. Led by Road Captain Greg Haus and the Road Captain team, this ride is 

designed for the new rider and/or the new Harley owner who has recently purchased a Harley (new or used) 

and is saying to themselves—“Now What Do I Do”. Our intent here is to familiarize new owners with their 

bikes, our chapter and group riding. The ride ends at the Gatto Cycle Diner. Later that day, Road Captain 

Scott Jones will lead us on the annual Captain Lou Ride honoring member Lou Szymanski. 

On Sunday May 21st, Road Captain Dan Cromeans will lead a ride to Brandywine Falls, Ohio. We will finish 

off May with our annual ride to Rolling Thunder for the Memorial Day weekend. This year is the 30th 

anniversary of the gathering to remember POW’s and MIA’s from the Viet Nam era. The ride will leave on 

Friday May 26th. We are looking at leaving from 2 separate locations this year to accommodate our members. 

Assistant Director Bob Hoffman leads off June with a ride to Bubba’s burgers on June 3rd. The following 

week, Road Captain Charlie Blatz has a ride date reserved but has not sent any details on the ride as of this 

writing. On Saturday June 17th Web Master Bill Kerr will lead a ride called the River Ride and the following 

day Sunday June 18th, Road Captain Bill Huwe will lead a ride to the ever popular Clem’s Barbeque. 

On Saturday June 24th Bob Hoffman will lead one of our longer rides to Lehman’s Hardware in Kidrew, 

Ohio. This ride was rescheduled because it was rained out last year and some guys still are hanging on to their 

lists of hard to get hardware items. Also that weekend we will do our annual trip to Thunder in the Valley in 

Johnstown. It is yet to be determined if we will do the ride on Saturday or Sunday. 
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Please note that attached to this newsletter, 

JJ has provided a tentative schedule for 

upcoming rides.  As always, these plans are 

subject to change due to circumstances beyond 

our control.  Please keep an eye on your email, 

text messages, and the HOG Chapter 2224 

website for the most up-to-date information 

regarding any scheduled rides. 
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Road Captain Reminders! 
 

ROAD CAPTAIN GUIDELINES 
 

1.  Always conduct a pre-ride meeting 

 

2. Ride to the skill level of the least experienced rider in the group 

a. Keep within the comfort zone of the less experienced riders 

b. Ask riders where they want to ride.  Right or left.  Front, back or middle 

 

3. Explain Hand Signals 

 

4.  Limit the size of the group to a manageable  number 

a. Divide into sub groups if necessary 

 

5. Never exceed the speed limit by more than five miles per hour 

 

6. Come to a complete stop at all stop signs and red lights 

a. Allow enough time for the last rider to come to a complete stop 

b. Accelerate solely after any and all stops. 

 

7. Do NOT proceed through a yellow light 

 

8. Do NOT turn right on red  EVER 

 

9. Keep passing to a minimum  

a. Signal intention 

b. Rear most rider pulls to the passing lane first 

c. Ride leader is last to pull out 

d. After completing pass, the process is reversed 

e. Riders should make room for merging traffic 

f.  

10. Remind riders to complete a Ride Survey on the Chapter website. 

 

11.  Complete Road Captain Form immediately after ride and e-mail to Head Road 

Captain               

a. Send Release Forms & poker money to Head Road Captain 

 

12.   Always RIDE SAFE 

 

13.    HAVE FUN 
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Hand Signals for Safety 
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Important Information from our Safety Officer,  
Hal Deily 

 

‘Absorb what is useful’ is a quote often associated with Bruce Lee and epitomizes his 
approach to life and martial arts. Considered highly controversial at the time, Bruce 
emphasized the search for knowledge thru training in multiple styles and further 
believed everyone should have the opportunity to learn the ‘arts’. 
So, how does this apply to motorcycling? Well, we can ‘absorb what is useful’ by first 
constantly searching for our own ‘truth’ in riding and skill development, beginning 
with (what should be) our on-going education. MSF Programs offer courses for all 
types of riders at all stages of ability. So, when was the last time you took a rider 
training course or updated your ‘chops’? This is especially important when most of us 
are unable to enjoy our bikes all year-long, with many only riding sporadically during 
the season.  
Ever talk to a fellow biker and they brag how long they’ve been riding? Now subtract 
3-6 months for each year. Take a few more off for the days & weeks the bike sat idle 
during the summer months, and perhaps one or two additional ‘years’ considering 
they only rode on weekends. Suddenly, 25 years becomes reduced to 10, and that 
usually doesn’t translate into them perfecting good riding habits during that time.  
Riding on the street can be seen as the ultimate MMA / Mixed Motorcycling Adventure, 
with stakes much higher than simply ‘tapping out’ when the going gets rough. You 
wouldn’t just jump into the octagon with a seasoned opponent when you only trained 
at the dojo for a few months a year on the weekends. Your approach to riding should 
likewise reflect the serious consequences of going against such a skilled adversary 
as the open road.  
Ever participate in a ‘track day’? Wait, don’t have a sport bike? Breaking news - most 
tracks offer training regardless of what bike you ride enabling you to ‘absorb what is 
useful’ by exploring your limits in a safe environment. Think you’re beyond the typical 
MSF course offerings, think again. All skills are perishable and need constant 
refinement. Bruce Lee worked endlessly on improving his basics stating ‘I fear not the 
man who knows 1,000 techniques, but the man who has worked on 1 technique a 
thousand times’. Become that man or woman who seeks this master’s level of skill 
refinement!  
Now, what’s your plan for ‘absorbing’ in 2017? Take a Rider Training Course, better 
yet, take one again. Searching for more ... look into the StayinSafe.com program or 
ProRiderMC.com course for something different, challenging and MMA worthy! Both 
these programs have been featured in Thunder Roads Magazine - check out the June 
& September 2015 editions at ThunderRoadsPennsylvania.com. 
Be like Bruce - constantly strive to seek truth in motorcycling and in life. Ride Kune 
Do challenges you to go beyond your current level of skill and street awareness this 
season. Begin your path to ‘mastering the art of riding well’, ensuring we all arrive 
alive!   

 
‘Sifu’ Hal Deily is Owner / Director of Lathen Martial Arts, a 
Certified MSF / MSP RiderCoach, SKIDBIKE Instructor, 
Stayin’Safe lead instructor and the Safety Ambassador for 
SnydersRiders.com.  He can be reached at 
hal@stayinsafe.com 
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As mentioned in last month’s newsletter, a large contingency of our chapter officers traveled to 
Myrtle Beach in February to take part in Harley Officers Training.  However, Scott and I decided to 
participate at a different location, hoping to learn additional ideas from Harley officers choosing to 
attend the training to the west. On March 23, we traveled from Pittsburgh to Albuquerque, by way 
of Philadelphia and Dallas – the cheapest route.  Other than some excitement over the Sandia 
Mountains in New Mexico, the trip to Albuquerque was relaxing and smooth.  We awoke Friday 
morning, ready to learn! 
 
HOT in Albuquerque was much larger than the training we attended in Hershey a few years back.  
There were people from Hawaii, Alaska, Florida, Virginia Beach, and everywhere in between, all 
with the intent of learning from our Harley trainers, and no one was disappointed. 
 
Topics covered over the 2 day training included social media, building strong foundations, conflict 
prevention and resolution, risk and legal guidelines, dealer/chapter relationships, group riding 
signs and strategies, effective communication, leadership, financial accountability, ideas for 
activities when the riding isn’t feasible, and how to help new members feel a part of our HOG 
family.  We also got more inside scoop regarding the fact that over the next 5 years, Harley plans 
to introduce 48 more new models of their bikes, and they brought the first 2, already released, 
models onstage to whet our appetites. 
 
Being our second time at HOT, we were able to get much more out of the trainings, and look 
forward to implementing strategies as we work together to grow as a chapter and as a family. 
  
It would be remiss not to mention the location of this particular training, Albuquerque, New 
Mexico.  What a beautiful location!  We stayed a few extra days to explore this amazing country.  
While the weather was not quite as warm initially as we had hoped, by the end of our time there, 
it was warm and breathtaking.  Therefore, I’m including a few pictures, just to give you an idea of 

both the training and the location.   
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PGH HOG CHAPTER 

Blessing of the Bikes 
 

PGH HOG CHAPTER 

Annual Veteran’s Hospital 

Visit 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

On Sunday April 23rd we will open the official riding 
season with the annual ride to the blessing of the 
bikes at the Alliance Church in Murrysville. We will 
leave from the Get Go that is located on Rt. 8 by the 
Giant Eagle in Allison Park at 9:00 A.M. Once we 
arrive at the church members have the option of 
going in to attend the church service or simply 
hanging out in the parking lot with the thousands of 
other bikers who attend the event. I’m sure coffee 
and donuts will also be available as they have been 
each year. 

 

After the blessing which ends about 1:15 we will go 
into Monroeville for lunch at Primanti Brothers 
before heading home. Please join in to start the 
season off with a little safety blessing and an 
opportunity to get the old two wheeler (or 3) out on 
the road. 

 

On Saturday May 13th our chapter will be doing a 
return ride to the Southwestern Veteran’s Center at 
7060 Highland Drive, Pittsburgh PA 15206. We will 
leave from Three Rivers at 10:30 A.M. and ride to the 
Veteran’s center arriving at 12:00. As in the past we will 
put our bikes on display in the parking lot and have a 
free lunch of hot dogs and burgers in the cafeteria. 
After lunch we will run a bingo until about 3:00. Some 
of our trike members may even give a few unofficial 
rides around the parking lot. After our visit I will lead a 
ride to dinner at a location to be determined. 

 

 

As you might expect the residents look forward to 
our spending a little time with them as a return for 
their life of service on our behalf. We hope you can 
join us for this entertaining event. This event will 
happen rain or shine. If the weather is too poor to 
ride we will have an alternate plan to meet at Three 
Rivers and car pool over to run the event. 
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A Focus on Member 

Frank Looper 
 

 
 
Frank Looper has been a 
member of the HOG 
Pittsburgh Chapter for about 
2 years, and enjoys 
everything about it.  He’s also 
married, and they enjoy 3 
kids, 5 grandkids, and his dog 
– a boxer. 
Frank is retired from his job 
in an industrial printing 
business, Mensha Printing,  
where he first worked mailing 
packages, and then finished 
the 35 year career there in 
the maintenance department. 
Believe it or not, Frank 
started riding when he was 
only 7 years old, first on a 
dirt bike, then a Sportster 
1200, a Fat Boy, and finally 
his ride now, a 2007 Dyna 
Super Glide.  He’s also 
thinking about a trike possibly 
being in his future.  I 
reassured Frank that there 
are a lot of us who are 
following that very path! 
The farthest Frank has ridden 
thus far has been with a 
group of friends to the 
destination of Hazen near 
DuBois.  When talking, he also 
shared that his favorite ride 
so far with our chapter has 
been Light Up Night.  
Frank would like to see the 
group travel to Gettysburg, 
but really he’s most looking 
forward to eating good food, 
meeting nice people, and 
having a good time! 

 

 
A Focus on Newer Member 

Bill Campbell 

 

 
 
Bill Campbell is also a new 
member to HOG #2224.  He and 
wife Elaine have been married 
for 14 years and are 
surrounded by family in the 
area, including 2 sons, 1 
daughter, 2 grandsons, 1 
granddaughter, and their 
precious Golden Retriever, Mia. 
Prior to retirement, Bill served 
as an Allegheny County sheriff 
for 25 years! 
Around 20 years ago, Bill 
bought an 883 Sportster, and 
his love of motorcycles began.  
He currently cruises on a 2001 
black Road King.  Hey Bill, have 
you checked out the Road King 
special Harley just released?   
The farthest Bill has taken his 
bike was a trip to Charleston, 
South Carolina.  His wife chose 
to fly to the destination, so Bill 
rode the entire trip solo. 
Bill joined our chapter about 3 
months ago.  He enjoys the 
organization of the group, and 
the opportunities to ride to 
different places.  He especially 
enjoyed the Foolish Lunch Ride 
which took place earlier this 
year. 
If Bill could choose one place 
for the group to ride, he would 
choose the Grand Canyon of 
Pennsylvania.  He also 
mentioned having a house at 
Treasure Lake near DuBois.  
Sounds like a plan!  He is ready 

to ride more! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A Focus on New Members 

Bob and Donna Jeke 
 

 
 
Bob and Donna Jeke live in 
McCandless and have been 
married 28 years.  They have 
2 daughters, one of whom still 
lives at home and the other 
lives in Hampton.  In addition, 
they have a precious (PITA) 
Italian Greyhound dog. 
Donna has worked at Modular 
International lighting company 
for 21 years, and Bob is Vice 
President of Admiral Tree 
Service, where he has been 
employed for the past 15 
years. 
Bob has been riding since he 
was a kid, starting out on a 
250 Suzuki, and advancing 
finally to the bike he and his 
wife currently ride – a 2007 
blue and silver Dyna Super 
Glide CVO. 
While the couple has only just 
joined Pittsburgh HOG, they 
have enjoyed numerous 
longer rides with friends, 
including a trip to Ocean City, 
MD. 
They are enjoying meeting 
new people, and look forward 
to going on rides with our 
chapter.  If they could choose 
a place they would enjoy 
riding with the group, they 
indicated that Gettysburg 
and/or New York would be 
their preferences.  In the 
meantime, Bob is looking 
forward to heading to Sturgis 

with friends this summer. 
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From Our Dealership… 

 
      
 

Milwaukee 8 Power Tour 
May 20, 2017 
Skill Demo, DJ, Food, Brews, & MORE! 
 
 

Comedy Nite Anniversary Kick-Off! 
June 16, 2017 
Let's laugh it out and enjoy this evening filled with good friends and great memories of the 
last 10 years in business! Join us for a night out of fun, laughs, drinks, and more.  There will 
be a total of 3 different featured comedy acts this evening too! 
 
 

10 Year Anniversary Party 
June 17, 2017 
Heck ya! We have been in business for 10 years thanks to all of our loyal and fantastic Three 
Rivers customers! So what better way to celebrate a wonderful 10 years in business then to 
throw a party! 2007 - 2017 
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Dates to Keep in Mind!  Looking ahead, the chapter has numerous important 
dates to add to your calendars! 

 
April 13 – Chapter Meeting – 7:30 PM – Monte Cello’s 

April 15 – Angie Berkey Memorial Ride  
April 22 – TRHD Open House 11 AM – 3 PM 

April 23 – Annual Blessing of the Bikes  
April 30 – Rt. 8 Cleanup – Meet at TRHD at 9:00 AM 

May 6 – International Female Ride Day 
May 6 – Red Belt Ride 

May 11 – Chapter Meeting – 7:30 PM – Monte Cello’s 
May 13 – VA Hospital Bingo Ride 

May 20 – New Rider 101 Ride 
May 20 – Captain Lou Memorial Ride 
May 21 – Brandywine Falls, Ohio Ride  

May 26-29 – Rolling Thunder 
June 3 – Bubba’s Burgers Ride 
June 10 – Charlie Blatz Ride 

June 17 – River Ride 
June 18 – Clem’s Barbeque Ride 

June 24 - Lehman’s Hardware, Kidrew, Ohio Ride 
June 24 or 25 (TBD) – Thunder in the Valley Ride 

  
 

Please note: All plans are subject to change.  Watch your email and the HOG 
website for the most up-to-date information. 
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Please join us in wishing the following members 

happy April birthdays! 
 

4/1 – Victor Jason 
4/4 – Cynthia Krchnavy 

4/5 – Wilai Gould 
4/10 – Carol McDonald 
4/11 – Karen Cassidy 
4/12 – Wil Demshar 

4/12 – Larry Szramowski 
4/14 – Larry George 
4/16 – Eric Rieger 
4/20 – Gayle Loehr 

4/30 – Jerome Mellon 
4/30 – Lori Jones 

 
 

 

 

Bob and Karrie Hoffmann – 4/24 
(2 years!) 

Ed and Jan Varasse – 4/24 

(41 years!) 
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We would greatly value input from the members 

regarding the newsletter. Please feel free to send photos, 

suggestions for articles and comments to the editor’s 

email.  

scott_and_lori@live.com 

 
Chapter Stats 

As of March 30, 2017, the Chapter has 119 active 

members (86 men & 33 women) plus an additional 43 

members needing action, for a total of 162 members. 

Our March meeting attendance included 49 members 
and 3 guests. 

 2017 Chapter Officers 

Regular monthly Chapter meetings are scheduled for the 

second Thursday of each month beginning at 7:30 pm. (Many 

members choose to arrive anytime after 6, in order to enjoy 

dinner and companionship prior to the meeting.)  THIS 

MONTH ONLY – WE WILL BE MEETING AT THE NORTH PARK 

LOUNGE CLUBHOUSE ON ROUTE 8, IN ORDER TO HAVE THE 

SPACE NEEDED FOR OUR SPECIAL PROGRAM. Food and 

refreshments are available before, during, and after the 

meeting at your own cost. There will be a 50-50 drawing each 

month with proceeds benefiting the Pgh. H.O.G. Chapter.  

Director:  Patricia Donovan 
pjdonov@zoominternet.net 

724-996-5520 

Assistant Director:  Bob Hoffmann 
blksoftail@comcast.net. 

412-877-4456 

Treasurer:  Bill McCarrier 
wmccarrier@zoominternet.net 

724-355-2393 

Secretary:  Chyrel Klaas 
chyrel883harley@gmail.com 

412-931-3542 

Activities/Events Officer:  Alicia Suess 
asuess81@gmail.com 

412-638-1289 

Head Road Captain/Historian:  JJ Donovan 
jjdonov@zoominternet.net 

724-344-2927 

Ladies of Harley Officer:  Ruth McCarrier 
rmccarrier@zoominternet.net 

724-287-6139 

Editor:  Lori Jones 
scott_and_lori@live.com 

724-766-2359 

Safety Officer:  Hal Deily 
deilyhal@gmail.com 

412-849-4938 

Photographer: Larry Szramowski 
larry@szramowski.com 

412-427-2609 

Membership: Cari Moore 
Cari01s11moore@yahoo.com 

412-427-4565 

Webmaster/Media Officer:  Bill Kerr 
bkerrone@gmail.com 

412-370-1619 
 

Please note!  Events listed in the calendar are subject to 

change.  All information contained in this newsletter, calendar, 

or website is accurate and complete at the time of publication. 

Since much of this information is subject to change at any time 

for a variety of reasons it is recommended that you check your 

e-mail account frequently especially prior to leaving your home 

to participate in a Chapter Ride. If you do not have an e-mail 

account, information may also be verified by contacting the 

Road Captain for that particular Chapter Ride. 

 

LLEETT’’SS  RRIIDDEE  AANNDD  HHAAVVEE    

FFUUNN!!  

HOG Chapter Meetings 
 

Editor’s Note 

Attention All Members 

and GUESTS 

You can view photos from a variety of Chapter 

Activities by visiting: 
http://hogchapter2224.shutterfly.com/ 

Everyone in attendance will receive a door prize ticket. Prizes 

may vary from month to month. All Pittsburgh H.O.G. Chapter 

members that are present and signed in are also eligible for 

the monthly rollover drawing. The drawings will take place at 

the end of the meeting. Good luck 

 

Don’t Miss Photo Fun! 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRINT YOUR NAME ON THE 
ATTENDANCE SHEET WHEN YOU ENTER THE MEETING ROOM 

 


