
Greetings from Director Patricia Donovan 

If anyone had told me I’d be riding on 
February 24th, I would have said, “Nooo, not 
me!”  I’m a fair weather rider.  Well, JJ and I 
had a great afternoon of riding that day in 
light jackets.  Wow.  Now, let’s just hope we 
do not pay for that later in the season.  By the 
way, the new trike runs like a scared rabbit. 
 

I would like to thank all of the officers 
who are donating their time and money to 
attend HOT.  For those of you unaware, HOT 
is Harley Officer Training that is held yearly in 
4 locations throughout the country and is free 
to attend by all HOG officers.  Excellent 
classes and breakout sessions on 
Communications, Dealer Relationships, 
Leadership, Social Media, Risk and many 
more.  You get to huddle with other chapter 
officers and compare ideas.  Oh, and there is 
a very nice party on Friday night.  I said the 
seminar is free but our officers use their own 
funds to travel to the event and pay for their 
own hotels, meals and libations.  So again, 
thank you so much for being dedicated to 
Chapter 2224 and making it very safe and fun.   
 

See the note on Rolling Thunder 
included in this issue.  It’s time to ride! 

           

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  

Sponsored by:  Three Rivers Harley-Davidson, 1463 Glenn Avenue, Glenshaw, PA 15116; 412-487-3377 

www.threeriversharley.com 
 

HARLEY OWNERS GROUP 

P ITTSBURGH CHAPTER #2224  

W W W . P I T T S B U R G H H O G . C O M  

 

March 2017 

 

 
Cabin Fever was in the air… 
 
On January 28, Members of our chapter 
enjoyed a wonderful evening of “Cabin 
Fever.”  
This event is quickly becoming a 
tradition for our group, breaking up the 
tedium of the winter. 
For those who were able to attend, we 
partook of delicious hors d'oeuvres 
made by members, a wonderful catered 
meal, and yummy deserts, also made by 
members. 
Chyrel provided music, Larry was busy 
snapping pics, and everyone were 
engaged in hilarious conversations. 
We look forward to continuing this 
tradition next winter if possible, and 
thank Chyrel sincerely for all of her hard 
work! 
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As I’m sure you noticed, the week of February 
20th brought unseasonably great weather this 
year! To take advantage of the opportunity The 
Foolish Lunch Bunch got together to kick off the 
season in style.  
 

      
 

     
 

    

February Fun With The 

Foolish Lunch Bunch! 
 

 
 

 
 
We had 17 people between 12 bikes 2 cars and 
folks that simply decided to meet us at Gatto’s 
Diner! The route, which was a relaxing trip to 
the diner, took us up Saxonburg Boulevard, 
through Deer Lakes Park and over to Tarentum. 
 
The food at the diner included breakfast fare or 
lunch selections and a wonderful selection of 
delicious deserts. (I could not resist the carrot 
cake!). The reviews have been great and the 
diner was packed. I would highly recommend you 
stop by to try a meal.  
  
After lunch some of us finished the day with a 
ride over to the Grove City Outlet Shops for a 
little spring shopping before heading home. If the 
weather continues to cooperate we will be 
planning on running many more casual weekday 
lunch rides this year and hope to get you out to 
join us next time. 
 
Submitted by Road Captain: Todd Havekotte 
 



 
 

Chapter Newsletter 4 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Some Fun Harley Trivia… 
 

Didja know???? 
 

1. Movie icon, Elizabeth Taylor, rode 
an 883 Sportster 

2. Actor Robert Blake starred in the 
movie “Electra Glide in Blue” and 
dreamed of owning his own 
fantasy bike 

3. Steve Jones of the Sex Pistols rode 
an FLH 

4. Ringo Starr and Barbara Bach rode 
an Electra Glide 

5. Michael Hutchence of INXS rode a 
customized Heritage Softail 

6. Elvis Presley loved Harleys almost 
as much as meatloaf, but his fried 
peanut butter and banana 
‘sammiches’ would always own his 
heart 

7. Robert ‘Evel’ Knievel received the 
backing of Harley, although that 
ended when his Flash Gordon 
rocket sank into the Snake River 
Canyon 

8. Sylvester Stallone owned a stock 
cherry red full dresser Harley 

9. Singer Billy Idol also drove a 
Harley 

10. Actor Patrick Swayze referred to 
his Harley as his love 

11. Actor Mickey Rourke described his 
Harley as “a personal thing that 
can’t be described!” 

12. Actor Steve McQueen owned a red 
1936 1400cc Flathead 

13. Additional actors, singers, 
politicians, athletes, and world 
leaders who owned Harleys 
include Muhammad Ali, Olivia 
Newton-John, Crown Prince Olaf 
of Norway, Neil Diamond, Clint 
Eastwood, Malcolm Forbes, and 
yes, Vice President of the United 
States – Mike Pence 

 

 

 

A Focus on Our HOG Chapter Friend, Rock 
 
Focus on:  Rock!   (Also known as Ron Bader) 
If you have ever noticed the gentlemen who sit at the 
table under the American flag, you have seen our friend, 
Rock, and his buddies.  Rock is quite a fun character!  He 
would have been married for 48 years this September, but 
sadly he lost his dear wife in January.  Rock and his wife 
were blessed with  one son, who lives in Milwaukee.  Rock 
is a retired fabricator of metals, and he specialized in 
railing, walkways, and stairs. 
 
Rock’s first motorcycle was a 1974 Honda 450, but he’s 
actually been riding since 1970.   
 
Rock and his friend, Vince Gavin, delighted in sharing a 
trip they took to Myrtle Beach.  Apparently, they got 
soaked a couple of times, and had to return home in 
freezing weather.  Mind you, the freezing weather was 
quite unexpected, as it was in MAY! 
 
Rock has been a member of Pittsburgh HOG for the past 5 
or 6 years.  He enjoys it, because the people are friendly. 
The best ride Rock has gone on with the Chapter was the 
annual Rolling Thunder ride.  In fact, Rock has 
participated in this ride every year! 
 
He shared with me that he would love to see our chapter 
take a ride back to the Kinzua Bridge, as he was unable to 
go on the last ride there.  He also is looking forward to 
everyone staying safe in their travels. 
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Important Information from our Safety Officer, 
Hal Deily 

 
(Hal notes that he uses the term ‘Ride Kune Do’ when describing his 

approach to motorcycle safety, as he is sharing lessons from the martial 
arts and showing how they apply to motorcycling.) 

 
Ride Kune Do - mastering the art of riding well 
 
As spring approaches we once again explore the most important 'tip' to staying safe on the 
roads - completing a rider training course. Whether taking one for the first time or (just as 
importantly) refreshing your skills, our HOG Chapter has a number of options available to 
us and we need your input to begin scheduling our 2017 Skill Enhancement Plan. For those 
requesting a '2-up' program, the BRC II (which many of you have taken in the past), is a one 
day course riding your own bike, and, this CAN be done with a passenger!  Pittsburgh HOG 
is currently looking to schedule our own 'private' BRC II and would like to include both solo 
and 2-up riders. Class size is limited to 12 ... if interested, please email me and let me 
know if 1 or 2 riders.  
 
Also on the 2017 docket is the ARC / Advanced Rider Course offered by PAMSP. The ARC 
expands on the BRC II and includes more 'street' styled riding exercises to develop your on-
road skills. Go to PAMSP.com for more detailed descriptions of these programs.  
 
ProRider is likewise a great 1-day skill development course focusing on 'Slow-speed' control 
and braking expertise. Highly Recommended and a lot of fun, Pittsburgh HOG participated 
in a private program last fall and demand has been strong for a repeat in the spring.  
 
For those looking to take their riding enjoyment and safety to the next level, the 
StayinSafe.com program offers the most comprehensive rider education training by fine-
tuning your conflict recognition abilities, coaching riders to take all those 'parking lot' drills 
and theories, and effectively apply skills in real situations on real roads.  As a 
bonus, all members of Snyder's Riders receive a 5% discount toward any of their 
1-2-3 day tours. 
 
YOUR INPUT will drive our schedule! Email me at DeilyHal@gmail.com ... please include 
which programs are of interest to you and we can begin setting up our courses ASAP! 
 
Upcoming in April is our First Aid for Motorcycling Program featuring Jeff Vesci, Pittsburgh 
MotoMedic training officer, who is putting together a customized 'hands on' program that 
will cover all the basics to assist a fallen rider including assembling your own Biker First Aid 
Kit.  In addition, Jeff is a highly skilled rider and an instructor with the ProRider system. 
 
Finally, we are also in the process of planning a 'Seasoned Rider' group presentation with 
Celine Nista of MSF / PAMSP. This interactive group program addresses the unique 
challenges facing all riders as we gain experience but perhaps lose some of our 
'younger' riding chops and reflexes. Celine is PA's most 'seasoned' instructor with over 35 
years rider training experience and is a member of the Women's Motorcycling Hall of Fame 
thanks to her many contributions to the motorcycle safety community.  
 
Remember to let your voice be heard! Email me TODAY and help us determine what classes 
we will be offering our HOG Chapter in 2017! 
Until next time ... Ride Safe and Enjoy!  
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Ride Information from JJ 
Rolling Thunder! 

 

Our first overnight ride of the season is usually 

our ride to Washington DC on Memorial Day 

weekend to participate in the Rolling Thunder 

activities.  This year is no exception, except 

that this year is the 30th anniversary of the ride 

and as such, the event may attract more riders 

from all over the United States. 

 

Our Ride will leave on Friday May 26th and we 

will return home on Monday May 29th.  By 

popular choice, we will be staying at the: 

 

Best Western Battlefield Inn       

10820 Balls Ford Road                  

Manassas, VA  20109 

Phone # 703-361-8000 

Fax #     703-368-1808 

 

We have reserved a block of rooms with either 

a king size bed or two double beds at a special 

rate of $94 per night for either type 

room. When you call for a reservation, ask for 

the PGH HOG rate.  It is suggested that you 

make your reservations as early as possible. 

 

At this time, we are still working on a new 

route and Saturday activity choices.  If you 

have a place you think would interest people in 

the Northern VA or Washington DC area, pass 

it along. 

 

J J Donovan 

Head Road Captain 

Harley Owners Group 

Pittsburgh Chapter #2224 

 

jjdon@zoominternet.net 

 

Harley Officer Training 
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina 

 
Late in February, six officers traveled to 
Myrtle Beach to participate in Harley Officer 
Training.  This training is provided free-of-
charge to any officers of a Harley Owners 
Group official chapter, along with their 
spouses.  In the past, officers have traveled to 
Hershey, Pittsburgh, Buffalo, and various other 
locations.  While the training costs nothing, 
officers attending pay for their own 
transportation and lodging. 
 
This year, Pat Donovan – director, JJ Donovan – 
Head Road Captain/Historian, Alicia Suess – 
Activity/Events officer, Chris Weilock – Road 
Captain, Cari Moore – Membership officer, and 
Tom Moore – Road Captain all participated in a 
variety of trainings and networking 
opportunities, and are ready to share their 
experiences with our chapter. 
  
At the end of March, Lori Jones – Editor and 
Scott Jones – Memorial Road Captain will 
participate in a similar opportunity, but have 
chosen to travel to Albuquerque, New Mexico 
for their training instead.  
  
And then, in April, Ruth McCarrier – Ladies of 
Harley, and her husband Bill – Treasurer, will 
travel to Buffalo, New York, for their HOT 
training. 
 
As officers, we are looking forward to 
regrouping and sharing information with each 
other and the chapter.  It is our hope that by 
attending different locations, we might bring 
different perspectives back from this very 
beneficial officer training. 
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In Case You Missed It….. 
 
Our February meeting was held Thursday, February 7th.   
 
Bill McCarrier, Treasurer, reported that our Treasury showed a balance of $3495.00. 
 
George spoke on the Harley Davidson Executives meeting with President Trump, 
followed by lunch together.  George also mentioned a lot of new and exciting things 
coming from Harley, including a blacked out Road King Special.  This bike will also 
include many new features.   It sounds like a great ride! 
 
Alicia shared several upcoming events, including Cosmic Bowling and possibly a dinner 
cruise on the Gateway Clipper.  She also shared the Adult Prom to be held at the 
Riverside (Ed’s favorite place!).  Currently, there are rooms available for this event.  
Please check with Alicia for more information. 
 
LOH Ruth stated that she is busy planning a Shopping and Casino trip down to the 
Tanger Outlets and Meadowlands Casino.  She would also appreciate input from anyone 
having any additional ideas for activities for the ladies of our chapter. 
 
JJ, Head Road Captain/Historian shared that the Iron Breeches Contest is underway.  
Please see him for additional information.  He also mentioned upcoming rides, including 
the Memorial Rides, Blessing of the Bikes, the VA Hospital Ride, the ride for new bike 
riders, Rolling Thunder, the Progressive Ride, and the National Women’s Riders Day 
coming up on May 6.   
 
Hal, our Safety Officer, discussed Safety classess upcoming.  There are more details on 
these classes to be found on page 5 of this newsletter.  He also shared the need to use 
winter time to think about how to sharpen up on riding skills.  He stated that 32% of 
car/motorcycle accidents are the result of the bike being rear-ended by a car.  
However, he also shared that 68% of car/motorcycle accidents are the results of bikes 
rear-ending cars!  One suggestion Hal shared was to increase the 2 second rule to 4 or 
even 5 seconds.  This simple technique could definitely save lives. 
 
Rock (Ron Bader) thanked everyone for the cards and sympathy wishes on the passing of 
his wife of almost 48 years, Dorothy. 
 
A Thank You letter from the Leukemia Society for our donation in Honor of Vince 
Capane was shared with the group. 
 
John Sonnett won the 50/50 drawing, Cassidy won the door prize, and because the 
Rollover winner was not present, the March drawing will be worth $100. 
 

Our next meeting will be held Thursday, March 9.  We hope to see you there! 
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H-D Rider Rewards Points to Coupon Table ($1 spent = 1 point) 

Points Earned Award 

Points Award 300 = $9 Gift Certificate, 400 = $12 Gift Certificate, 500 = $25 Gift Certificate,   
       600 = $30 Gift Certificate, 700 = $35 Gift Certificate, 800 = $40 Gift Certificate, 900 = $45 
       Gift Certificate, 1000 - $75 Gift Certificate, 1540 = $115 Gift Certificate, 2700 = $200 Gift  
       Certificate, 3350 = $250 Gift Certificate, 4000 = $300 Gift Certificate, 4700 = $350 Gift  
       Certificate, 8000 = $600 Gift Certificate, 9000 = $675 Gift Certificate, 10000 = $750 Gift 

       Certificate 
 
A flat 300 points are earned on motorcycle vehicle purchases.  Max Point Cap is 15,000 points.  Points are not 
transferrable between people, or between stores.  24 month expiration on all points!  Excluded items sold in 
Service are:  warranty, extended service plan items, and insurance paid service repairs. 
 
Dealership has the right to change, cancel, and or modify the program at any time. Points are not the same 
as cash. Points given as a result of error or fraud are not redeemable. We have the right to exclude any 
person or persons from participating in the plan. 
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Dates to Keep in Mind!  Looking ahead, the chapter has numerous important 
dates to add to your calendars! 

 
March 4 – 2nd Road Captains Meeting – Monte Cello’s 
March 9 – Chapter Meeting – 7:30 PM – Monte Cello’s 

March 25 – Performance Workshop 12:00-1:00, followed by Whiskey and Cigar 
Tasting 1:00-3:00.  Space is limited!  Must RSVP to Raquel at TRHD 

April 13 – Chapter Meeting – 7:30 PM – Monte Cello’s 
April 15 – Angie Berkey Memorial Ride – Time and Location to be determined 

April 23 – Annual Blessing of the Bikes – More information to follow 
May 11 – Chapter Meeting – 7:30 PM – Monte Cello’s 

May 13 – Captain Lou Memorial Ride – Time to be Determined 
May 26-29 – Rolling Thunder – More information found on page 6 of this 

newsletter 
 

Please note: All plans are subject to change.  Watch your email and the HOG 
website for the most up-to-date information. 

 
 

 
 

A message from Scott Jones, Memorial Ride Captain: 
 
For the past 10 years or so, our chapter has scheduled memorial rides for each 
member who has passed, and 5 or 6 years ago, Dano asked me to continue the 
important tradition even though he would no longer be a member.  Sadly, 2016 
had us saying goodbye to many members or their relatives.  Because Lee and 
Georgene are active members whose dates have been maintained for many 
years, these rides will remain the same.  However, from now on there will be 
one annual ride scheduled, this year on July 8, to recognize and remember all 
other members who have passed.  The only exceptions to this will be for the 
above mentioned members and also our beloved director, Vince Capane.  His 
widow, Linda, would love to take part in a memorial for Vince, but would prefer 
a ride closer to his birthday when the weather is warmer.  Therefore, the 2017 
memorial ride for Vince will be held on Saturday, August 19, the day after Vince 
would have turned 60.  Todd will still lead the November Light Up Night ride in 
honor of Vince, but Linda will not be likely to participate in that ride, nor will 
many others of us who don’t enjoy the cold.  A memorial ride in August will 
increase the membership attendance for honoring our wonderful director. 
Thanks for your understanding. 
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     Motorcycle Mayhem  
      (Found around the ‘net)  
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14. Come to a complete stop at all stop signs 

and red lights 

a. Allow enough time for the last rider to 

come to a complete stop 

b. Accelerate solely after any and all stops. 

 

15. Do NOT proceed through a yellow light 

 

16. Do NOT turn right on red  EVER 

 

17. Keep passing to a minimum  

a. Signal intention 

b. Rear most rider pulls to the passing lane 

first 

c. Ride leader is last to pull out 

d. After completing pass, the process is 

reversed 

e. Riders should make room for merging 

traffic 

f.  

18. Remind riders to complete a Ride Survey on 

the Chapter website. 

 

19.  Complete Road Captain Form immediately 

after ride and e-mail to Head Road Captain               

a. Send Release Forms & poker money to 

Head Road Captain 

 

20.   Always RIDE SAFE 

 

21.    HAVE FUN 

 

 

 

 Road Captain Information… 
 
On Saturday February 11th the Road Captains 
had their annual meeting to plan our riding 
season at the North Park Lounge Clubhouse.  
There are already 37 planned rides on the 
schedule from April through November with 
several open dates yet to be filled.  This 
schedule does not even count the week day 
lunch rides that will pop up throughout the 
season.  There are some memorial rides, some 
popular repeat rides and some new 
destinations.  There are short rides, long rides 
and a lot of intermediate rides. 
 
The Road Captains also set down a set of 
guidelines for all Road Captains to follow on all 
rides to ensure our safety.  The Road Captain 
Guidelines are published below. 
 
If you have an idea for a ride, but do not 
necessarily want to lead the ride, email your 
idea to Head Road Captain J J Donovan at:  
jjdonov@zoominternet.net 
 
 

ROAD CAPTAIN GUIDELINES 
 

1.  Always conduct a pre-ride meeting 

 

2. Ride to the skill level of the least 

experienced rider in the group 

a. Keep within the comfort zone of the 

less experienced riders 

b. Ask riders where they want to ride.  

Right or left.  Front, back or middle 

 

3. Explain Hand Signals 

 

4.  Limit the size of the group to a 

manageable  number 

a. Divide into sub groups if necessary 

 

5. Never exceed the speed limit by more than 

five miles per hour 

 

6. Come to a complete stop at all stop signs 

and red lights 
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Please join us in wishing the following members 

happy March birthdays! 
 

Chris Cochran – 03/01 
MaryAnn Finkbeiner – 03/02 

John Kwasneski – 03/03 
Todd Stack – 03-07 

Michael Breskovich – 03/11 
Jan Varasse – 03/12 
JJ Donovan – 03/24 

George Gatto – 03/24 
Mike Macario – 03/26 

Ed Mueller – 03/26 
David Landis – 03/29 

 
 

 

 

Michael and Renae Breskovich – 03/11 
Dave and Dana Landis – 03/11 

Tony and Carol Battilana – 03/21 

Our first photograph comes to us from Cassidy Haus, who 
sent this pic of Jeff Goerhlich’s new 2017 Corvette.  As 

Cassidy said, “Holy Moly!”     

Our second photograph comes to us from 
Todd Havecotte, who shared that he and Art 
Lund successfully completed the rebuild of his 
old bike.  Says Todd, “I now have tuff 
choices.”   

                        



 
 

Chapter Newsletter 14 

We would greatly value input from the members regarding the 

newsletter. Please feel free to send photos, suggestions for 

articles and comments to the editor’s email.  

scott_and_lori@live.com 

 

Chapter Stats 

As of February 28, 2017, the Chapter has 113 active 

members (81 men & 32 women) plus an additional 45 

members needing action, for a total of 158 members. 

Our February meeting attendance included 50 members 
and 1 guest. 

 2017 Chapter Officers 

Regular monthly Chapter meetings are scheduled for the 

second Thursday of each month beginning at 7:30 pm. (Many 

members choose to arrive anytime after 6, in order to enjoy 

dinner and companionship prior to the meeting.)  The 

meetings are held in a private room at, Monte Cello’s, 2198 

Babcock Blvd., Ross Twp., 15209, 412-821-0600. Food and 

refreshments are available before, during, and after the 

meeting at your own cost. There will be a 50-50 drawing each 

month with proceeds benefiting the Pgh. H.O.G. Chapter.  

Director:  Patricia Donovan 
pjdonov@zoominternet.net 

724-996-5520 

Assistant Director:  Bob Hoffmann 
blksoftail@comcast.net. 

412-877-4456 

Treasurer:  Bill McCarrier 
wmccarrier@zoominternet.net 

724-355-2393 

Secretary:  Chyrel Klaas 
chyrel883harley@gmail.com 

412-931-3542 

Activities/Events Officer:  Alicia Suess 
asuess81@gmail.com 

412-638-1289 

Head Road Captain/Historian:  JJ Donovan 
jjdonov@zoominternet.net 

724-344-2927 

Ladies of Harley Officer:  Ruth McCarrier 
rmccarrier@zoominternet.net 

724-287-6139 

Editor:  Lori Jones 
scott_and_lori@live.com 

724-766-2359 

Safety Officer:  Hal Deily 
deilyhal@gmail.com 

412-849-4938 

Photographer: Larry Szramowski 
larry@szramowski.com 

412-427-2609 

Membership: Cari Moore 
Cari01s11moore@yahoo.com 

412-427-4565 

Webmaster/Media Officer:  Bill Kerr 
bkerrone@gmail.com 

412-370-1619 
 

Please note!  Events listed in the calendar are subject to 

change.  All information contained in this newsletter, calendar, 

or website is accurate and complete at the time of publication. 

Since much of this information is subject to change at any time 

for a variety of reasons it is recommended that you check your 

e-mail account frequently especially prior to leaving your home 

to participate in a Chapter Ride. If you do not have an e-mail 

account, information may also be verified by contacting the 

Road Captain for that particular Chapter Ride. 

 

LLEETT’’SS  RRIIDDEE  AANNDD  HHAAVVEE    

FFUUNN!!  

HOG Chapter Meetings 
 

Editor’s Note 

Attention All Members 

and GUESTS 

You can view photos from a variety of Chapter 

Activities by visiting: 
http://hogchapter2224.shutterfly.com/ 

Everyone in attendance will receive a door prize ticket. Prizes 

may vary from month to month. All Pittsburgh H.O.G. Chapter 

members that are present and signed in are also eligible for 

the monthly rollover drawing. The drawings will take place at 

the end of the meeting. Good luck 

 

Don’t Miss Photo Fun! 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRINT YOUR NAME ON THE 
ATTENDANCE SHEET WHEN YOU ENTER THE MEETING ROOM 

 


